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Floral Pencils Tutorial
April/May 2009

Kathie McGuire sent me one of these pencils for Christmas (with a matching notebook -- look on the artwork pages to see the  
giraffe print set). Once I saw it, I couldn’t wait for Kathie to share the technique with us! Kathie contributed and filmed this tutorial.  

Isn’t this a great way to welcome spring? 

Supplies: 
- Stylus
- Floral Tape
- Glue Gun
- #2 Pencil (with attached eraser)
- Floral Wire (26 gage)
- Green Cardstock for Leaves
- Two 18” lengths of Ribbon
- Patterned Background Paper (2 different patterns)
- Solid Cardstock in a Coordinating Color
- Mouse Pad or similiar surface for dry embossing
- Heart Shaped Die Cut or Large Heart Punch
- Heavy Tape (red-line tape or equivalent) 

Step One: 
Die cut or punch 6 hearts from the background paper (3 each 
from each design), and 3 hearts from the cardstock. From the 
leftover scraps, cut small tabs to attach to the bottom of each 
heart (as “stems”). Glue the tabs to the hearts.

Step Two: 
Brush the gesso onto the designer paper. The paper pattern should 
show through the gesso.
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Step Three: 
Hand-cut three leaf shapes from the green cardstock. Using stylus, 
dry emboss “veins” onto each leaf. Gently curl the leaves using the 
same process as with the hearts. Cut and three small tabs (“stems”) 
to the bottom of each leaf. 

Step Four: 
Cut 12 lengths of wire 10” long. 

Step Five: 
Glue the floral wire to the back “stem” of each heart and leaf piece.

Step Six: 
Cut one piece of cardstock 2-¼" x 4-¾". Cut small strips along 
the length of the cardstock, stopping approximately ¼" from the 
edge, creating fringe.      

Step Seven: 
Cut one piece of cardstock 2-¼" x 4-¾". Cut small strips along 
the length of the cardstock, stopping approximately ¼" from the 
edge, creating fringe.      

Step Eight: 
Gently curl the fringe with fingers using the same process as 
was used in the petals. Curl the paper with the desired side 
facing up.
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Step Nine: 
Attach the fringed cardstock to the pencil by lining up the tape edge with the bottom of the metal rim on the pencil’s eraser end. Slowly and 
carefully turn the pencil as you guide the cardstock around the pencil’s rim, applying pressure to the tape edge until the entire length of the 
cardstock is wrapped around the pencil. This is the center of the flower.

Step Ten: 
Place one of the floral petals against the pencil with the right-side 
facing the pencil. Holding the piece firmly against the pencil, begin 
to wind the wire around the pencil, making sure to wrap the wire 
around the petal’s stem. Two or three winds around the pencil is 
adequate. Bend the extra wire along the length of the pencil (to be 
cut and discarded later).
 

Step Eleven: 
Repeat Step Ten with a second petal, then a third petal, being sure 
to hold onto the floral wire tightly and keeping all the wire along the 
length of the pencil close together for easier handling.

Step Twelve: 
Repeat with remaining petals, staggering the colors and the cardstock 
for a more realistic looking flower.

Step Eleven Continued
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Step Thirteen: 
Add the leaves last, placing two on one side of the flower and 
one on the other.

Step Fourteen: 
Holding the wire tightly in place, begin wrapping the floral tape 
around the pencil and wires. Floral tape is designed to stick 
to itself when it is pulled as it releases glue that is encased in 
the tiny folds of the tape. Note: If the tape breaks at any point, 
simply place another piece of tap on top of it and continue 
wrapping.

Step Fifteen: 
Wrap 3” down the pencil length. Cut off excess wire. Wrap a bit 
more floral tape over the wire ends. Do not wrap the entire pencil. 
Remember to leave room for it to be sharpened and used. 

Step Sixteen: 
Add the two lengths of decorative ribbons at the base of the flower 
and tie each in a bow. If the ribbons slip or are difficult to attach, 
a small dot of hot glue helps to hold them in place and makes for 
easier tying.

Finished Piece
Artwork: Kathie McGuire

Finished Piece
Artwork: Kathie McGuire
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Finished Piece
Artwork: Kathie McGuire

Finished Piece
Artwork: Jane Bosi
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Finished Piece
Artwork: Kimm Bennington-Thompson

Finished Piece
Artwork: Kimm Bennington-Thompson


