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Supplies:
- Rubber Stamp
- VersaMark Ink (or white pigment ink)
- Aqua (water) Brush
- 140# Coldpress Watercolor Paper
- White Detail Embossing Powder
- Stormy Sky Distress Ink
- Antique Linen Distress Ink
- 2 or 3 additional colors of Distress Ink
- Teflon Craft Sheet or Other Non-absorbing Substrate

Step One:
Stamp image onto watercolor paper with VersaMark ink 
on the smooth side (back) of the paper. To distinguish the 
front side from  the back side: the front side of the paper is 
“bumpy,” the back side is smooth.

Step Two:
Sprinkle on white embossing powder and heat-set.
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Distress Ink Watercoloring Tutorial
Kathie McGuire developed and filmed this gorgeous technique. This is an easy way to achieve a  

watercolor effect using Distress Inks.
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Step Three:
On a craft (Teflon) sheet or other smooth, non-absorbing sur-
face, “stamp” a block of ink with the Antique Linen ink pad.

Step Four:
Lightly squeeze the aqua brush to dampen the bristles; then 
pick up the Antique Linen ink and paint the entire image 
AND all of the area outside of the image. Air dry or use heat 
tool to speed up the drying process.

Step Five:
Stamp each Distress Ink pad onto the craft sheet.

Step Six:
With the aqua brush, pick up a small amount of color from 
the first Distress Ink (Fired Brick is used in this photo). Paint 
a small portion inside one of the open areas of the image. 
Then, continue painting other areas inside the image with the 
same color.

Step Seven:
Add a second color and begin coloring and blending. A third 
or fourth color can be added at this point, if desired.

Step Four Continued
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Step Nine:
When the entire image is colored to your liking, allow it 
to air dry or speed the process with a heat embossing tool. 
Then, with the aqua brush, wet the entire background of the 
cardstock. Apply enough water to make it wet, not soaked. 
(Too much water can be blotted off with a paper towel.)

Step Ten:
Begin painting a light background around the vase with 
Stormy Sky. Continue adding Stormy Sky close to the out-
side edges of the vase image to create a “shadow” effect.

Step Eleven:
Add a darker color, if desired, for a more dramatic effect. 
Here, Chipped Sapphire is added for a darker effect. It was 
added to some areas inside the vase image, too.

Step Twelve:
Allow ink to dry and use as desired.

Step Eight:
Continue painting and blending the inks, adding more water if necessary. (Colors blend more easily if the paper is wet, and then 
more color is added.) Don’t be afraid to re-wet an area which has already been colored, then add another color to it. Blending is the 
key to a professional looking piece of art, so blend-blend-blend! Experiment to determine the effect desired for the project.
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Finished Card:
Artwork: Kathie McGuire

Finished Card:
Artwork: Kathie McGuire

Finished Card:
Artwork: Kathie McGuire

Helpful Hints:
- To remove too much color, saturate the area with
   water, and then blot it with a paper towel. This
   process will remove some of the color, but not all of it.
   Repeat if necessary.
- Do not rub the paper; BLOT by pressing the dry paper
   towel onto the wet watercolor paper, then lifting it off.
- The ideal paper for this project is 140# Hotpress Watercolor   
   Paper because it has a smooth surface on both sides. How 
   ever, 140# Hotpress is very costly and is not as available as  
   the 140# Coldpress version. To simplify, the alternative is   
   to stamp on the reverse side of the 140# Coldpress Paper. 
- Distress Inks coordinate with almost every other color
   of Distress Ink. Experiment with trying to blend a variety 
   of colors.
-  By adding Antique Linen to the watercolor paper prior
    to painting, the original colors of the ink will be slightly   
    changed.
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Finished Card:
Artist: Chris Dickinson
Stamps: Rogue Redheaded Designs

Finished Card:
Artist: Chris Dickinson
Stamps: Mark’s Finest Papers

Finished Card:
Artist: Lisa Somerville
Stamps: Our Daily Bread Designs

Finished Card:
Artist: Lisa Somerville
Stamps: Stampin’ Up!
©1998-2012 Stampin’ Up!®



Finished Card:
Artist: Jane Bosi
Stamps: Stampin’ Up!
©1998-2012 Stampin’ Up!®
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Finished Card:
Artist: Ann Clack
Stamps: Stampotique Originals (Maryse Carrier)

Finished Card:
Artist: Holly Brown
Stamps: Susana’s Custom Art and Card Design
Paper: Paper Temptress

Finished Card:
Artist: Hetty Sanders
Stamps: Michael Strong, Club Scrap


